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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on August 1 , 2003. Claim 10 is 
cancelled. Claims 11-18 are added. Claims 1-9 and 11-18 are pending. Claims 1-9 and 
11-18 represent role-based presence enabled service for communication system. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e)). 

3. Claims 1-8 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable 
by Vering et al. U.S. 20040019799. 

Vering teaches the invention as claimed including role-based portal to a 
workplace system (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Vering teaches a system for providing role-based Presentity availability 
information to a Watcher, comprising: 

at least one Presentity User Agent for issuing a request to register a Presentity in 
at least one of a plurality of roles (paragraph [0004]), and for generating context 
messages relating to changes in context of said Presentity (paragraph [0005]); 

at least one Watcher User Agent for issuing a role-based subscription request for 
said availability information (paragraph [0032]); 

a Presence Service for maintaining role-based Watcher subscriptions and issuing 
availability messages in response to generation of said context messages (paragraph 
[0020]); and 

a Role Manager for (i) receiving each request to register a Presentity in said at 
least one of said plurality of roles and in response managing Presentity registration in 
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said plurality of roles (paragraphs [0004], [0005] and [0017]), and (ii) receiving each 
said role-based subscription request, and in response managing each role-based 
Watcher subscription to said availability information within said Presence Service 
(paragraphs [0004], [0005] and [0009]). 

As to claim 2, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
Presence Service comprises: 

a shared database for publishing a Subscribe Event and a Notification Event in 
response to receiving each said subscription request and context message, 
respectively (paragraph [0004]); 

at least one Presence Agent for receiving said Subscribe Event and in response 
triggering a set of subscription policies that either confirm or reject each of said role- 
based Watcher subscriptions, and for receiving said Notification Event and in response 
triggering a set of notification policies to selectively generate said availability messages 
(paragraph [0006]). 

As to claim 3, Vering teaches a system as claimed in 2, wherein said Role 
Manager is a Role Group Manager for effecting user-centered management of roles by 
registering said Presentity with said at least one Presence Agent in said at least one of 
said plurality of roles, and subscribing said Watcher within said least one Presence 
Agent to said Presentity in said at least one of said plurality of roles (paragraph [0005]). 
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As to claim 4, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said role- 
based subscription request identifies said Presentity and includes a role definition 
therefor (paragraph [0005]). 

As to claims 5 and 1 1 , Vering teaches a system as claimed in claims 3 and 4 
wherein each of said notification policies includes a role switch for Presentity control of 
availability in said at least one of said plurality of roles (paragraph [0029]). 

As to claim 6, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said Role 
Manager is a Role Manager Service for effecting user-independent management of 
roles by subscribing said Watcher to said at least one of said plurality of roles 
irrespective of said Presentity (paragraph [0005]). 

As to claim 7, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claim 6, wherein said role- 
based subscription includes a role definition therefor (paragraph [0006]). 

As to claims 8 and 12, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claims 6 and 7, 
wherein each of said notification policies includes a watcher switch for identifying said 
Watcher and a status line for controlling availability of said Presentity in said at least 
one of said plurality of roles (paragraph [0005]). 
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4. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9 and 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vering et al. U.S. 20040019799 in view of Rostowfske et al. U.S. 6,735,717. 

Vering teaches the invention substantially as claimed including role-based portal 
to a workplace system (see abstract). 

As to claims 9 and 13-18, Vering teaches a system as claimed in claims 2-8, 
respectively. 

Vering fails to teach explicitly said shared database is a tuple space. 
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However, Rostowfske teaches distribution computing system clustering model 
provided soft real-time responsiveness and continuous availability. Rostowfske teaches 
shared database is a tuple space (column 4, lines 22-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Vering in view of Rostowfske to provide shared 
database is a tuple space. One would be motivated to do so to allow automatic load 
balancing. 

6. Citation of Relevant Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art: 20030163513. 



7. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the- 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 
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